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BADMINTON CLUB NEWSLETTER 

May 2010 

 

Hopefully the weather seems to have settled a little more (!) so 

perhaps we can have a few more outdoor activities in the next 

few months.  We have updates on the Quiz Evening, some 

forthcoming events, and how some of our players fared at the 

Campeonato de España Veteranos 2010 at á Coruña. 
  
 

 

Events Update 

 

Tuesday 27th saw 10 

teams arrive at Las 

Naciones, all fired up to 

rise to the challenge of 

testing the grey matter.   

 

This evening we had a new format – 

our quizmaster was Dan (and Trudy).  

The quiz had 6 categories plus a 

‘Family Fortunes’ that ran throughout 

the quiz.  The winner of each round 

got a bottle of wine, and the overall 

winners received a bottle of booze.  

We also had a light buffet which must 

have been good because it all went! 

 

Each round was hotly contested as we 

had to have a few tie-break questions 

and definitely some rivalry between 

teams but generally there was a good 

split of who won the prizes. 

 

The prize for overall winner was again 

down to a tie-break between Most 

Likely (Linda, Ken, Dad and Mel) and 

Me, Thee, Him & Her (Mark & Linda + 

friends).  The tie-break question was 

“how many bed bugs are there in an 

average bed?”  Me, Thee et al were 

nearest with (I think) 10 million 
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although the actual answer is 

BILLIONS!   

 

We also had a raffle and Steve kindly 

donated a couple bottles of booze and 

unfortunately (depends on your 

viewpoint) it did seem that the same 

tables kept winning the prizes!  Derek 

kept coming up saying “we never win 

anything in raffles” which wore a bit 

thin after the 3rd time!  Alan’s mum 

also had a few prizes, as did my Dad 

(although he picked up the wrong 

chocolates even after being shown 

which ones to go for!). 

 

I think everyone had a good time, 

there was certainly a lot of energy 

(noise) and we raised €114 for 

Charity. Well done and thank you! 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Caribbean Night – The London Bar 

Thursday, 13th May @ 8pm 

 

Music, food and entertainment – 

Caribbean style.  Fancy dress optional! 

 

Contact Tina for Details on 

634226171 or 966925699. 

 

 

Friday, 21st May – 7.30 for 8 pm 

The Cardinal Belluga Theatre Group 

present “On with the Show” on 21st 

May at San Fulgencio.  Tickets costs 

€8 and can be obtained from: The 

Tourist Office, Cards & More at La 

Marina, the Card Place at Benimar or 

contact Liz on 966797983 or Maria 

on 966715891.  

 

Ticket monies to be donated to La 

Marina & San Fulgencio SEM to 

provide equipment for the new 

ambulance. 

 

Monday, 24th May 

Another bowling date 

for your diaries!  It is 

€5.50 per person for 

2 games, with a start time of 7.30 pm.  

The list is now with Gill. 

 

Please arrive about 15 minutes before 

to sort out the money and lanes.  

Again, if you can bring the exact 

money that would be great (which has 

been happening recently so thanks for 

that). 
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Log Cabin Trip – 

24-26th May 

Sierra Espuna 

National Park (Nr 

Murcia) 

 

Cabins are already booked and there 

are a few places left.  No single 

supplement. 

 

Beautiful setting on the edge of a 

tiny village.  Cabins are centrally-

heated.  The site has a swimming pool, 

tennis court, on-site bar, etc. 

 

Approximate cost per person is €45 

(for 3 nights).  Details from Brian W 

on 966781491 or 600715086. 

 

 

Music Quiz, Friday, 

18th June 

A music quiz has been 

arranged for Friday 

June 18th. The quiz 

will be held at Tina's new London Bar 

in La Mata. Cost will be €4 to include 

a snack. All money raised will be for 

this year’s charity. Times will be 

announced nearer the date. 

 

 

Badminton News 

 

MENS BADMINTON MATCH  

If you have never played in a 

badminton match and would you like 

to play on Sunday 6th June at 

Guardamar against Pilar please let Gill 

or Alan.  Men only.  

CLUB T-SHIRTS  

We have someone to 

supply club T-shirts 

with a Guardamar 

logo.  Cost for a 

cotton polo T-shirt with logo is 

€16.50, or the cost of a logo on your 

own T-shirt €7. If you are interested 

in purchasing a T-shirt let me know.  

 

Campeonato de España 

Veteranos 2010, á Coruña 
 

On Wednesday,  28th April a number 

of our players traveled up to á 

Coruña, Galicia, to take part in the 

Spanish Nationals Veterans (over 

30’s) Championship.  Those who 

attended were:  Sue Duke, Paul 

Kundiss, Caron Pellatt, Lesley 

Gallavan, Phil Radcliff, Karen Sullivan 

and Carol Clarkmead.  Others who 

have played at Guardamar (although 

not recently) were Heidi Anderson 

and Behrooz Ziaihmadi. 

 

There were 35 categories (which also 

included different age groups) in the 

tournament played over three days, 

and a total of 230 players.  We were 

well represented in some of the finals 

with Karen and her Spanish partner 

runners up in the ladies doubles in her 

age category; Carol achieved runner 

up Ladies singles in her category, and 

Behrooz getting runner up with his 

partner in Men’s double in his 

category.  Behrooz’s wife Eleanor was 

the most successful and won the 

Mixed Doubles in her age category. 
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Overall, everyone said they enjoyed 

the experience and the option to 

explore a bit more of Spain.  They 

thought the event was well organized 

although unfortunately for Lesley her 

match was on the last day but lots of 

opportunity to watch some excellent 

games. 

 

Well done everyone! 

 

 

  Member’s Forum 

 

Robert & Felicity’s Leaving Do  

35 of us joined 

Robert & Felicity 

at a Chinese 

restaurant in 

Guardamar to 

say goodbye 

to them. As 

you may 

have seen in 

April’s news 

letter they 

are moving 

back to the UK.  We wish them well in 

their new life back there and hope 

that they may come back to Spain to 

visit us. 

 

---ooOoo--- 

 

The ‘English Village’ – Pueblo Inglés 

On a sunny day on the 9th April Mel 

and I (Linda) drove to Cazorla, 

Andalusia, to start our one week 

adventure of working with the 

Spaniards to help them improve their 

English.  Both Mel & I had previously 

participated in one of these 

programmes, but, even though we 

were looking forward to the week, 

there was still some butterflies 

because it is still a bit daunting having 

to converse constantly with complete 

strangers! 

 

A slight diversion from the story, but 

important at this stage!  So, what is 

Pueblo Inglés (PI)?  It is a company 

that operates in Spain delivering 

English language training to companies 

or individuals.  PI offers a variety of 

formally taught courses – either 

within the workplace or ‘off campus’ – 

and immersion courses, where the 

Spanish have to speak English with 

the volunteer Anglos.  Volunteers are 

sought from all over the world – the 

only criteria are that English must be 

the mother tongue and that the 

person has the appropriate 

educational or professional 

experience required by PI.  Anyone 

can apply on-line at: 

www.morethanenglish.com/anglos/inde

x.asp. 

 

So, back to us!  Eventually we arrived 

at the Coto del Valle, the hotel that 

PI had secured after some 

interesting short-cuts courtesy of 
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Tom Tom!  There, nestled in the 

valley, sat our home for the next 8 

days.  As we 

drove into the 

hotel grounds 

we both had a 

big smile on 

our faces – 

first step over – the venue was lovely!  

And when we 

got to our room 

and went out 

onto the 

balcony and 

looked at the 

view – our neighbours must have 

wondered what 

we were 

whooping 

about! 

 

We arrived in 

time for lunch (the majority of Anglos 

and Spaniards arrive together by 

coach from Madrid) and had tapas 

and wine.  Did we mention that as a 

volunteer, the only costs that you 

incur are getting yourself either to 

Madrid or direct to the venue?  

Accommodation and full-board are 

part of the deal (although bar drinks 

and any other costs incurred in or 

outside of the hotel, are your 

responsibility).   

 

Once we’d unpacked, had a little 

explore to help lunch go down, we all 

met up in the bar area to meet our 

Master of Ceremonies and Programme 

Director and then each other via an 

ice-breaker, called Human Bingo.  The 

purpose of this is to talk to everyone 

to find out certain information, eg: 

who has done a bungee jump!  This 

was our first chance to interact with 

the others and it is usually quite 

chaotic.   

 

When you are on the programme 

there is a schedule that is ‘the bible’ 

that you have to look at every day to 

find out what you are doing, with 

whom, and where.  The formal 

activities are one-to-ones, telephone 

conference calls, telephone calls and 

two-to-twos.  The first activities are 

one-to-ones, and you can talk about 

almost anything (there are some no-

no’s) but the main thing is ENGLISH 

ONLY!  You cannot prompt the 

Spaniard in Spanish if you can see 

them struggling to find the correct 

word or they don’t understand – you 

have to find another way.  At first it 

can be quite challenging as there are 

usually different levels of ability 

although all have a reasonable level of 

English, but once you’ve done the first 

one it gets easier.  Towards the end 

of the week it’s like you’re chatting to 

friends and the conversation flows 

and then you find you can talk about 

anything.   

 

There are also 

group activities 

planned in the 

afternoon 

which range 

from inventing 
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new products to miming fairy-tales.  

And in the evening, before dinner, 

there is a slot for presentations and 

theatre productions.  Anglos are 

invited to share experiences with the 

group or play a musical instrument.  

We were fortunate in this group as 

we had Simon, from New Zealand, who 

was very competent on the acoustic 

guitar and played some of his own 

compositions.  We also had 

presentations from Stuart, who had 

walked most of the Caminos de 

Santiago de Compestela and Joyce, a 

Canadian who shared with us her 

experiences of being a teacher many 

years ago in the wilderness. 

 

During the week there are two main 

events.  The first is the party night 

(yay!) where the Anglos struggle to 

keep up with the Spaniards, although 

Mel (pictured 

here with 

Pilar) and I 

did manage to 

stay with 

them until 

the last half hour (3am in the morning 

is a perfectly 

respectable time 

to go to bed)!  The 

second event is 

usually an 

excursion and we 

had two to choose 

from.  We could 

either go to the 

nearest town - Arroyo Fria – or go on 

a hike up the hills to find the 

waterfalls.  Because we had the car 

and had already been to the nearest 

town on our one-to-ones and two-to-

twos, we elected to go on the hike.  

We were a little dubious about it 

because not everyone had brought 

appropriate walking shoes and Jason 

(our Master of Ceremonies) did 

inform us that someone had broken 

their ankle on it a few weeks ago!  

However, although the walk up to the 

top of the hill 

was quite 

steep and 

therefore I 

had quite a 

few ‘stops to 

admire the 

views’ the 

rest of the 

walk was 

relatively easy 

and 

worthwhile. 

 

Towards the end of the week we were 

starting to flag a bit as you are 

conversing all the time (including meal 

times) but it was equally rewarding 

because not only were you becoming 

friends with everyone but you could 

see the improvement in the level of 

English from most of the Spaniards.  

On the last night Mel & I were part 

of the theatre group (always mixed 

Anglos and Spaniards) and we had to 

come up with a performance that 

captured the experiences of the past 

week.  This was quite challenging as 

there was so many to choose from but 
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we eventually managed to summarise 

the week in less than 10 minutes!   On 

the last night we pushed the boat out 

and relaxed the rules about speaking 

Spanish so we were practising our 

Spanish and ended up going to bed at 

4 am! 

 

The final day arrived and before 

lunch (yes, more food) we had our 

presentation ceremony where we got 

a certificate and a mug.  After lots of 

photos, hugs, kisses and tears (and 

food) we then departed for our 

journeys home.  We did sneak a look 

at the newbies who came on the coach 

our group were going back on, and 

decided we definitely had not only the 

better mix of Spanglos but also our 

Master of Ceremonies (much younger 

and fitter!). 

 

So, our journey for this year with PI 

has drawn to a close, but we both feel 

we come away much richer from the 

experience, and will both definitely do 

another one in the future!  If you 

think it is something you would like to 

experience – go for it.  Get onto their 

website, give your details and your 

preferences of venues and dates.  If 

they like what they see they’ll sign 

you up and it is a worthwhile 

experience!  Many Anglos go on to do 

other programmes and there are 

people who travel a long way to 

participate!  Equally, if you have any 

questions at all, Mel & I are always 

happy to chat about this and others 

we’ve done. 

Success of Badminton Bowlers 

Some of you may be aware that there 

are a number of us who bowl in the 

local league at Torrevieja on a 

Wednesday, namely Sue, Paul, Keith, 

Janet, Les, Linda, Ken, Robert (before 

he left) and Mark.  This season was 

very successful in two ways.  First, 

Sue’s team – Charlie & his Angels 

(which include Keith & Janet) - came 

second in the League and won a huge 

cup plus individual trophies.  Our team 

Terror Pins (Linda, Les, Ken, Robert 

and Mark) unfortunately came 

unstuck on the last game against Sue’s 

team but finished joint third (missed 

out on a team trophy by pinfall).  

However, individually we were quite 

successful as Robert won a trophy for 

highest individual men’s game with 

handicap, Les won a trophy for 

highest men’s series with handicap, 

and Linda won a trophy for highest 

ladies series with handicap.   

 

The league is always looking for 

bowlers so if you are interested in 

playing please speak to any of us 

above!  

 

---ooOoo--- 
 
 

 Publishing Team Info 

 

Gill & Alan: 

Email: quesada_sport@yahoo.co.uk 

Mobile No: 689159487 

Linda: Email: lesheppard@gmail.com 

Mobile No: 653148294 


